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Perpetual Award Presentation — Karen Doyle

Tonight, we have the privilege of recognising someone who has redefined
excellence in the foodservice and hospitality industry. This award isn’t just
about achievements—it’s about the legacy one creates, the barriers one breaks,
and the inspiration one provides to those who follow.

Karen Doyle is a leader who embodies all of this and more. As President of the
Australian Culinary Federation, she has been instrumental in shaping the
landscape of food education and the future of our industry. For nearly a decade,
Karen led the commercial cookery program at Le Cordon Bleu, Sydney
Culinary Arts Institute, setting a standard that others aspire to meet.

Her career is a series of firsts, challenges met, and boundaries pushed. Karen
became the first female chef in Australia to receive the Black Hat Award, a
milestone that speaks not only to her skill but to her determination to pave the
way for others.

Karen’s passion extends far beyond her own success. She has devoted herself to
supporting emerging talent, sharing her expertise, and raising the bar in
competitions across local, national, and international stages. Her influence can
be seen in the new generation of chefs she inspires and mentors every day.

It is an honour to present this year’s Perpetual Award to Karen Doyle, a true
leader who exemplifies what it means to elevate our industry and the people
within it. Karen, please join us on stage.



