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Mentor Award Presentation — Bernadette Ryan

This evening, we celebrate not only achievements but the people who create
profound and lasting impact—those who leave their mark by shaping the futures
of others. The Mentor Award recognises someone who dedicates their time,
energy, and expertise to guiding others toward success, and tonight, that person
is Bernadette Ryan.

Bernadette, a commercial cookery teacher with TAFE NSW in Grafton, has
devoted her career to more than teaching the art of cooking. She has changed
lives. Through her dedication, she has instilled confidence, skill, and passion in
countless aspiring chefs, many of whom credit her guidance as the turning point
in their careers.

Her influence reaches beyond the classroom. Bernadette understands that being
a mentor is about more than imparting knowledge—it’s about seeing potential
where others might not, nurturing talent, and providing unwavering support.
Her students leave her classes not only as better cooks but as empowered
individuals ready to take on the challenges of the hospitality industry.

Bernadette’s legacy is not measured by accolades but by the chefs she has
inspired, the careers she has launched, and the lives she has forever changed.

It is a privilege to present this year’s Mentor Award to Bernadette Ryan, a
teacher, guide, and inspiration to so many. Bernadette, please join us on stage to
accept this well-earned recognition.



